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SOCIETY CALENDAR 
March 

1 Monthly Meeting Tradies 
7:30pm 

Speaker: Cathy Dunn 

7 Legacy Interest Group 
2pm – 4pm 

Research Centre 

10 Open Day Research Centre 
10am—2pm  

Seniors Week 

11 English Interest Group 
2pm – 4pm 

Research Centre 

22 Writers Interest Group 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Research Centre 

25 DNA Interest Group 
2pm-4pm 

Research Centre 

28 Facebook --Introductory 
Class by Heather Clarey $5 

7pm8pm Research Centre 

April 

1 Scottish Interest Group 
2pm – 4pm  

Research Centre 

4 Reunion for Mac 
10am – Noon 

Research Centre 

5 Monthly Meeting Tradies 
Members’ Presentations of 

World War 1 Stories  

14 to 
17 

Research Centre Closed 
Over Easter  

22 Irish Interest Group 
2pm – 4pm Research Centre 

26 Writers Interest Group 
6:30pm -- 8:30pm 
Research Centre 

May 

2 Legacy Interest Group 
2pm – 4pm  

Research Centre 

3 Monthly Meeting Tradies 
Speaker: Kerry Farmer 

DNA 

13 BBFHS Heritage Fair 
10am – 4pm 

Tradies 

16 Class: “A Mind Map for Family 
History Memories” 

By Jean Campbell - $10 
Research Centre 7pm – 8pm 

18 Family Tree Maker 

7:00pm – 8:30pm 
Research Centre  

20 Australian Interest Group 
2pm – 4pm  

Research Centre 

24 Writers Interest Group 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Research Centre 

30 Class: Starting Out in Sydney 

by Jean Campbell -- $10 
Research Centre 7pm—8:30 

Please note changed  dates above 

 

RESEARCH CENTRE 

RESOURCE 

Biographical  Database of 

Australia 

This subscription site is available on 

one computer in our Research 

Centre. It costs $100 a year and was  

paid for by a generous donation from 

a member. The BDA comprises 

transcripts and indexes of many 

original records and published 

biographies of deceased individuals 

who arrived in, or were born in 

Australia from the earliest times of 

the colony.  It is a great resource of 

information about people who 

arrived as convicts or immigrants. 

The database is a work in progress 

with new records being added 

regularly, at present up till about 

1851. You are able to access the 

database from home to ascertain if 

there is an entry about the person 

you may be researching:            

www.bda-online.org.au                

You will then need to come to the 

Research Centre to access the 

details of these records. 

The BDA is a not-for-profit project, 

the result of years of work by 

volunteer genealogists and 

historians. It is administered by a 

board of five directors, the president 

being Dr Carol Ann Liston, the very 

same lady who addressed a meeting 

at Sutherland in 1984 which led to 

the founding of BBFHS. 

 

NEW DNA INTEREST 

GROUP 

Do you know about the various DNA 

tests – autosomal, mitochondrial, Y-

DNA, or the different providers 

offering these tests?  If you are 

interested come along to the 

Research Centre on 25th  March to 

the first meeting of our new interest 

group, which will be led by John 

Levy. Discover more about DNA 

testing, how it is done and how it 

may assist you in your family history 

research. 

 

MARCH SPEAKER                      

Cathy Dunn 

“How the Devonshire Street 

Cemetery Sydney is presented today 

as public history in our digital online 

world” 

 

Historian Cathy Dunn will speak to 

us about technologies that are being 

used by historians and the general 

public to access collections and 

research materials to discover more 

information about this old Sydney 

Cemetery (1820 – 1901). Cathy will 

tell us of the online media platforms 

that feature articles about the 

Devonshire Street Cemetery and 

where records can be found online.             

Cathy’s website also provides much 

information of interest to family 

historians:  

www.australianhistoryresearch.info 

 

MARCH OUTING                
Thursday 23rd March 

Margaret Heaton is arranging an outing 

on Thursday 23rd March to the 

Discovery Museum followed by a visit to 

the photographic exhibition at Customs 

House of “People and Places of Old.” 

Meet on the 9:05 train at Sutherland. (2nd 

carriage) to Town Hall, then change for 

Circular Quay. Morning tea before we 

proceed to Discovery Museum.. 

At the Discovery Museum you will learn 

about the Rocks area from pre-European 

settlement to the present day through 

interactive displays and a unique 

collection of archaeological artefacts. 

Following our museum visit we will select 

a place for lunch and in the afternoon 

visit Customs House to view the current 

display. 

There is no entry charge at either venue. 

Please phone Research Centre if coming 

so Margaret has an idea of numbers. 

http://www.bda-online.org.au/
http://www.australianhistoryresearch.info/


FINANCE REPORT 

14 January 2017 – 11 February 2017 

Total Income                          $1.097.10 

Total Expenses                      $1.592.01 

 Difference                                 $495.01 

Expenses for Period 

Telstra Internet & Phone           $100.55  

Bank charges                              $59.00 

Research Centre Rent              $440.00 

Tradies Hire                              $165.00 

Guest Speaker                            $50.00 

Stationery                                  $178.98 

Books                                          $71.25 

Genealogist Subscription          $427.23 

B.D.A Subscription                    $100.00 

BBFHS Funds held 11 February 2017 

Cheque Account                     $,4647.25 

Online Saver                           $4,097.27 

Less unpresented cheques        $707.16 

Total Funds                              $8,037.36 

HERITAGE FAIR 2017 

13th May at Tradies 

 

The BBFHS Heritage Fair for 2017 will 

be held at Tradies on Saturday 13th May  

from 10am till 4pm                               

2017 Theme: “Hearing a Voice”  

 

SUTHERLAND LIBRARY 

HELP NEEDED!! 

For many years, BBFHS has provided 

volunteers, to assist any family 

researchers in Sutherland Library on 

Thursdays. It has been welcomed by the 

Librarians and the public, as our 

volunteers give excellent advice.       

Doug Parkes has been the coordinator of 

this group for a number of years and has 

advised that we need more volunteers 

. Can you please help?? 

As there is a 2 hour parking limit, 

volunteers are required for about one 

hour 40 mins on a Thursday morning. If 

you can assist as a volunteer, please 

contact BBFHS email, noting attn. Doug 

Parkes. Your support is needed and 

greatly appreciated. 

 botanybayfhs@yahoo.com.au 

REMEMBERING THE 

FOUNDERS                        

Paulette Parkes  Member 6 

President 1988 1990, 19972000 

 

While living for a time in the UK Paulette 

caught the genealogy bug and enjoyed 

researching at St Catherines House —

where all UK births, deaths and marriage 

registrations were held for some years. 

Paulette returned to Australia in 1982. 

And began researching at the Sutherland 

Library where she met other researchers 

frustrated by a lack of a local family 

history group. A librarian at the 

Sutherland Library (Colin Gray) 

suggested that a family history society 

be formed in the Shire and so an 

advertisement was placed in the local 

press. 

Paulette attended the inaugural meeting 

in the Council Chambers and was 

elected Vice-President of the new 

society, a position she held till becoming 

President in 1988. 

Paulette worked as a professional 

researcher for a time and also conducted 

BBFHS beginner genealogy courses at 

various places in the Shire. She was 

very active in Project Woronora: the 

transcription of the headstones and 

plaques in Woronora Cemetery. 

Paulette attended many conferences and 

had research interests in England, 

Ireland, Scotland and Australia. 

The committee she led was quite active 

in the initial search for new premises for 

the society but the society didn’t have 

the funds that it does now and so could 

not afford premises such as Tradies in 

those days. 

Personally, Paulette enjoyed her family, 

loved painting, knitting, sewing, reading 

historical fiction, history generally and 

travel. 

She travelled widely to research: 

particularly London, the north and south 

of England, Midlands, Yorkshire, 

Scotland, and Ireland. 

Paulette was also one of the very early 

members of the Wollongong group, due 

to her family settling in the Wollongong 

and Figtree area. 

By Doug Parkes – Member 5  

     First Members  Badge Numbers    

11. Keith Frost             12. Val Frost                       

13. Hazel Smith           14. Jean Boxsell              

15. Lindsay Gleeson    16. Narelle Noppart       

17. Winifred Phillpott    18. Val Garner                  

19. Noeleen Osborne   20. Margaret Pearson  

NEW CLASS 
 

STARTING OUT IN SYDNEY 

Tuesday 30th May 7:00pm – 8:30pm 

Cost: $10 
FIRST RECORDS: Collecting 

Information; Sources of Information; 
Keeping Records; Written Record 
Collections; Genealogical Charts 
RECORDS IN SYDNEY -- OVERVIEW: 

BBFHS Research Centre; Local Library;  
State Library; Mitchell Library;  State 
Records of NSW;  National Archives of 
Australia  (NSW section);  Society of 
Australian Genealogists;  Royal 
Australian Historical Society; Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints  
NSW BDM: NSW BDM Website; NSW 

BDM Wild Cards; Church Code; 
Ancestry; NSW BDM: District of Births; 
Pre 1856 microfilms 

 
 

INTEREST GROUPS 

• English Research 

• Irish Research 

• Scottish Research 

• Writers’ Group 

• Australian Interest 

• Legacy Computer Program 

• Family Tree Maker Program 

• Reunion for Mac Program 

• Social Media  

• DNA  

Interest groups are small gatherings of 

members with a common interest 

conducted in an informal casual setting. 

As you all share an interest in family 

history there is sure to be a group 

suitable for your  participation whether it 

be country based, a special interest such 

as the writing or social media or a 

specific software program. If you have 

not already been to an interest group 

why not try one and you may learn new 

research methods or sources and have 

problems solved as well as sharing 

stories and enjoying a pleasant social 

occasion.                                                                        

Interest group meetings are held at our 

Research Centre and cost only $5 for 

members and $10 for visitors. Group 

meetings are listed in Bulletin for some 

months ahead, also in eNews. 

 

mailto:botanybayfhs@yahoo.com.au

