
Task 10



Using Maps to Walk 
in Your Ancestor’s 
Footsteps

• Track down maps to walk the 
streets and lanes of your 
ancestors' localities at the times 
they lived there. 
• Gather as many maps as you 
can, so that you can see how the 
area evolved over time - gradually 
seeing the coming of the railways 
and road networks; new builds 
going up in the area etc.



• Look for notable buildings in the locality. 
• Did your ancestor live near the 

workhouse or railway station? 
• Are the properties crowded in, or set 

spaciously with large gardens? 
• Are they near the centre of town, or in a 

remote hamlet? 
• What can you tell about the area from 

these simple things noted on a historic 
map?



• Make a note of the places of 
worship and burial grounds - 
places that would likely have 
been a regular feature in your 
ancestors' lives, not to mention 
the location of their baptisms, 
marriages and burials.



• Whether or not your ancestors 
were employed in that line of 
work, major industries (coal, 
textiles etc) of the area would 
have impacted everyone's lives 
- whether that's impacting the 
air quality, the soundscape, the 
community vibe, or providing 
opportunities for supporting 
occupations.



• You can drill down as far as you 
wish, learning about the 
community, street, right down to 
their home.

• Or focus on their place of 
employment, place of education, 
or place of worship in this step.

• Research, enjoy, and watch  your 
understanding of your ancestors' 
lives blossom.



Map Links:

National Library Scotland – https://maps.nls.uk/index.html

David Rumsey – https://www.davidrumsey.com/ 

NSW Spatial Portal – https://portal.spatial.nsw.gov.au/client/toolsandviewers 

Mapco – https://mapco.net/ 

Google Maps – https://www.google.com/maps

Historic Map Works – https://www.historicmapworks.com/  

Irish Historic Towns Atlas – https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/ 

Library of Congress Maps – https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/ 

London Maps – http://www.londonancestor.com/maps/maps.htm 

Australian Historical Maps Overlaid on Modern Maps – https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-
collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps 

https://maps.nls.uk/index.html
https://maps.nls.uk/index.html
https://maps.nls.uk/index.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
https://portal.spatial.nsw.gov.au/client/toolsandviewers
https://portal.spatial.nsw.gov.au/client/toolsandviewers
https://portal.spatial.nsw.gov.au/client/toolsandviewers
https://mapco.net/
https://mapco.net/
https://mapco.net/
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.historicmapworks.com/
https://www.historicmapworks.com/
https://www.historicmapworks.com/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
http://www.londonancestor.com/maps/maps.htm
http://www.londonancestor.com/maps/maps.htm
http://www.londonancestor.com/maps/maps.htm
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps
https://www.library.gov.au/research/access-collection/using-maps-collection/map-search-historical-maps-overlaid-modern-maps

	Task 11
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7

