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Back up your family history research



VERY IMPORTANT!
Never put all your eggs in the one basket!



Because ...



1. Best to have multiple backups

2. Store at least one copy at a location some 
distance from your computer

The Cloud External HDD External USB



Microsoft One 
Drive

Google 
Drive

Apple 
iCloud

Dropbox

5GB – Free
1TB – Microsoft 365

15GB - Free 5GB - Free 2GB – Free
2TB – Subscription

Shared across files 
and photos, 
attachments in 
Outlook.com, and 
Microsoft 365 apps

Shared across 
Google Drive, Gmail, 
and Google Photos

Shared across 
photos, files, and 
phone backups

Shared across 
photos, files

Files are encrypted Files are encrypted Files are encrypted Files are encrypted



 All my files are stored in 
Dropbox which is 
installed on my PC and 
Laptop allowing for 
synchronised files and 
automatic backup, plus 
access to material 
anywhere, at any time, 
especially when travelling

 I can also access my files 
using my Samsung phone 
and tablet from anywhere

Plus additional Backups are kept on external HDD 
stored away from the house



 It’s always a good idea to 
keep at least two copies of 
projects and files

 External hard drives fall into 
two categories: Hard disk 
drives (HDD) and solid state 
drives (SSD).

 External hard drives can be 
corrupted. They can be 
susceptible to fire and water 
damage, can overheat, and 
can malfunction.

External hard drives
HDD SSD

Mechanical Non-mechanical

Slower than SSD Faster than HDD

Prone to mechanical failure 
due to moving parts

More durable since there 
are no moving parts

3-5 years lifespan with 
regular use

5-10 years depending on 
usage

Cheaper to purchase More expensive

Good for bulk storage of  
files

Can run operating systems, 
gaming, high-performance 
tasks



USB (flash) drives

 Uses flash memory with no 
moving parts

 Storage ranges from 8GB to 
2TB

 More durable than HDD, no 
moving parts, resistant to 
shocks

 Limited write cycles, but can last 
years with proper use

 Extremely portable, fits in a 
pocket

 Good for short-term backups, 
but flash memory degrades over 
time



TASK 2
Log your family history research



A Research Log helps you see

• what you’ve done
• what you need to do
• where to go next

A good Research Log shows QUALITY RESEARCH



A Research Log must include

• Date of research
• Full source citation
• Details, details, details
• Result of research
• Additional notes for future research



Key benefits of a Research Log

• Avoids duplicate searches
• Improves accuracy
• Provides a clear record
• Helps with complex cases
• Facilitates future research



• Create Your Research Log Your Way, e.g., 
Word, Excel, Evernote, One Note 

• It could be years before something from past 
research is important – your log will remind 
you of any important information

• Your log is a comprehensive “list” of sources 
used – negative evidence (not finding 
something) also provides evidence 



More on Research Logs in the FamilySearch Wiki at 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Logs 

• Your research log should be searchable and 
sortable by different columns

• Best if portable, so you can consult it away 
from home

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Logs


A word about dates ...

• All dates should be recorded by YEAR, MONTH, DAY to 
allow for exact chronological order: 

2024-10-29
 2024-10-31
• And dates in spreadsheets entered as individual 

YEARS, MONTHS, DAYS in three separate columns – 
easier to work with when doing sorts and filters
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