
Task 4

Make a Family History 
Research Plan



Consider …

What goal do you have in mind?
What do you want to find out?
What do you wish to accomplish?

When do you want answers?
How will you proceed?



Establish your genealogy 
research objective

What do you want to accomplish? 

Be as specific as possible and include both 
long-term research goals and short-term 
steps to help you reach your overall objective



Build a timeline of events of known 
ancestor factsLook at all your 

genealogical records 
you’ve gathered and 

write down what they 
tell you

Include BDMs, family 
members, FANs, 

surname variations, 
locations, etc

Build a timeline of events of known ancestor facts



Identify sources that will assist your research objective 
and how you can access them (online or in person)

Include both 
primary sources 
(those created 
at or near the 

time of an 
event) and 
secondary 

sources (those 
created later 

than the event)

WHAT 
record(s) were 

originally 
created to 
record the 

event?

HOW 
can I access 
them today? 

HAVE new 
record sets 

been released?

WHERE 
are those 
records

deposited?



Report your 
findings

1

Abstract or 
transcribe 

information 
from the 

record

2

Write a source 
citation as a 
footnote or 

endnote

3

Analyze what 
the record tells 

you or 
suggests



Benefits of writing a 
research plan

• gives a focus for your research problem
• reveals information from which you 

started
• shows the resources you used
• highlights your research discoveries
• informs your thoughts and analysis
• provides a summary or conclusion
• prepares ideas for future research



Blank Research Plan –
https://myfamilyhistoryfiles.
com/category/research-
plan/ 

Research Evaluation Form – 
https://www.familysearch.org
/en/wiki/index.php?title=File:
Fillable_Approved_Research_
Evaluation_Form_(Portrait).p
df&page=1 

Research Plan in Excel
bit.ly/4cB3qD9
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