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Transcribe

Your Family History Records

Task 7
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Why Transcribe Family Records?

e Make handwritten documents searchable

* Preserve fragile originals by reducing handling
e Share easily with family members worldwide
e Create backup copies for security

e Help future generations read old handwriting



Common Family History Documents
e Census records

e Birth, marriage, and death certificates
e Military records

* Immigration documents

e Family letters and diaries

* Bible records

e Land deeds and wills

e School records

J-n‘r -—0" (,,

aved

l"';,m} 5 ﬁrmv-
molhet |

e —
oyscH. Charla March
pri hﬂnlr lill. vltr

. ;,""ﬂ |I|nn . late
18 wla l'llv. formarly |

a

arly b

nd rothr loum $l.n“vm|=

aw and

(4 :Ienr arand mlm o1

. and

Wt and nr‘L';li'. ;’-'f"""
at bl r gr e ek Alles 9. IJ'"" X
noaer m usc uncle A\
.‘71‘”',0; Al O im, Py and ciiva Word || |
78 YE |

a
privataly cremated on March 1, e |

so0 rmus it be. \

I | \

108, ﬂro;\nn
s ), F oD In hos
{.:"1..”114“'— " ’i’ m\mmlw Avenue, | \
Roseville, huulmx\d of Agnes Margaret}i 1|
(decensed), loved B athier of Ronald, I
J d  Alan umled 1 action ‘
WA 3 tathorsin-law of *Blak and || |
Doyald, Cr (u

M PR ! VAU
L Joorge' s l,hnrs\\ o
Ty, L O ’\‘uH.

Dnmp‘r
:,l.l ar. and !chn Y

ar APLF-’I'\!N =

pnt, Ke
hml-rll‘-'l by

-u&ulvv A L Fomnal mmls I
o Mﬂ“d“"‘ \ 13 D
N e = .‘ = e 11 —
uus . Darathy, ~ January 16 4359 —
at_hospl tal Jldow of the -m,g?,’;g"' DYLRR-D
3 e Charm Bush. | 3855° \% | | Ohuirali,
oved olu- o run" Frm -;?;“9__... |
both de- nal of Deborah and B 00 o 3'_"‘ |
gceased). Mcwilliams. Andrey and <\CoT R |
Elale, |, ia t Hepecca Croft 0EI P |
[l ed nan of thhﬂ and !M'NS"?-E n
fiams, in her BGLH Jabe . §
lunnral :,pmnmd nnunr_x 18, & Anad® 50
q RIAE | \ :uENBonounu.
B—— FARRL | | (oA ke
ooy e May| ZEul |lana dear fath
ROUGH: MNorrm " i and dear father ol
@ o gmpsEY, Sydney Geara ‘g“‘"?g”‘ \ate of M:navll(l_}ec 122 BREZ0 "IQ":lr: Helen | thaes.
i August 27, 1971, at Sutherland foloved wife of the m‘;ner n\ﬂ RS ‘ ) are
Hospital, late of Falrlight Way, ) Edenhurouflh loved n‘\OI Tessie| N55 rFA‘Hln‘»to
L m'ﬂé'm‘- ngearlukt‘l':‘l vcr.!chel?: mother.1n. [a¥ K::‘ ‘,,";"' Daisy, | DEE fanuary  §. md
] O
Ef s Lo o B R e L e R W s
nrm er ! Williams), Jess! coased) and Ron and loved| T
(Mrs ahnson), loved father-in= Grandma and great-gran of their I \
PR gran "H“ gand e w:::'g chitdren, uu 87 vear 1] | )\
findlnt ar nl Ihelr cmrdmn. ad Prlvztclv cremated. ( pE
’von rlf %ohlll nivdune 5 71%5 DEMPSEY, Annle_ Irene. — Seo I (‘A(!i{lﬂ(‘;
8504 < - temper V4. 1995, at Y allambie Ubnurclf
e Nursing me, late of Oxford Alfred
o _-———-—-——'—‘—'—' DE"H?‘;‘O'{IS&J’E' Ilr!| M' Eric bl:cn‘ld %vaat;‘svlllongvllllbc sadly Aniv
+ - ay ate 0 migse! ] r x
C \laway MNursing Home. for- Aged 97 years Barne
| m']cr?volcmnﬂan Hndusc Eslovcd AL rest =
SEY, — | e ——— - 1
u! 9, .‘}“‘y.'!,‘i{.. .15"1,“ .‘,jg lem B:cceascd) much Icved mwﬁ:ﬁ: - e —
vllin, beloved husba ancy. illial =
| (both dr:(e.lscd)‘ dearlv loved
'"?..".;'."‘ v ang ot h-r o Inv:vc' Fabariatier of farry i Janice DEMPSEY. = Relatives and triends Ny, B340 Sinci
n nne, foni ra o eceased great-gran
., il "'d ; mﬂlth! "ﬂf T ol Am“ e P ooher DEMPSEY are kindly Invited to “U'.mu‘ I R
e other agrland Chisiogeg | | atpd ber, AT e o) | i it e
nnd br olh-r.ln-uw ar || Always in our thought N-o'_"mm Subu'rbss Crerr;Jamrl\.‘ns. sw by ail his 1ad
ay (September
Su -@j’ Julvg.rﬂsilgd Nnnh.ml —_— - 1995) :ummcnclnu at11.10am .
EDEMBOROUGH The relatives T). ANDREWS . AN Y
‘ Il deVr\Endsooh%\ﬁmo 1DA N:‘é\l“(f iy 27E32 B T
are ki %
DEATHS EOhed 1o atlend her funeral NEWTOWN. _GARLINGFORD [ telen o The
EA £ service, to be held In the chapel o 6402, |\|f SINCLAIR Nln’f
| the Eas!el"n Suburb: C{%T;’é.? | .51:(- ""Vlted Yo
OW, '] rium, at D Y — rvice
“L’&E.r i?"""n 'l':gi el Ggfa Uune 2, 1992) ——n (Jnnunrvwzﬂ‘;c 4
«u N Please meet at the crematorium. || DEMPSEY, Mary p. gt chagel . 8
el e i 1995 "ar hosaital s as=July urbs Cremator
i angar. EASTERN SUBUR (lormect,OsRItal late re Gl
1? gt{ﬂ .'M"“';r' :‘;&?I‘,I ~ncRAATIONS & HiRiaLs Noved wlre) Uc,:mc(m.,,ugl u“cﬁ‘?" llon;pm il c'}.?,‘
3 mother and seorge, o ARKWA
ﬂvn! mi Be heid on 2 Kathy MOLNer.(n- 12w of Ken, F
Gold tglumh" DYER, Waller Benjamin—]anu- Raty. and  Robert, § of Ken 02
I WHO‘M “ iy Gl 3, gy 28, 1961, of 52 rl\m:'m |~ ;m"‘n‘ﬂ? vig‘*nui»m“'“”“ and —
erly J - ale
PORY co:ﬁ""fz 55, ayenue, fyde, beloved hysband at Kerny, much laved Nan to ‘chr
aude (nee Dempsey 5 | James opert,  gen ris
ing father of ). low- |1 Tony. Pa Olivia
Dorathy (M D (B oryl (Mrs 558) Glenn, Emma eter, Lourse H,,,‘,‘
| : hthnr In-law s’ Skinnary Ao wareenl| Corl G ramma. Elissa. Dane, 1 1
L o cansedd. BA Raymond  (da- || i| Jenny rad, Saran, Sean i
| 5 7 | pop n' ﬁ"'cﬁlngllm,’ﬁ:drev‘ 1oying ADed 72 vears a r‘J
i
| '%:Anne in his 78th vear.h ‘}n h'l!:irtv : _:,mw it a!
Privately cremat i J —_—
1961, atad gt i 3t
s | !
] DEMPSEY. — The relatives and|
e L




Example of Challenging Handwriting

Common Problems:

e Faded ink or pencil

e Unfamiliar script styles

e Abbreviated words

e Damaged or stained documents
e Different spelling conventions




Getting Started the Traditional Way

e Use good lighting and magnification

e \Work with photocopies, not originals

e Start with documents you can mostly read

e Research historical context for unfamiliar terms




1640 will of John Edenborowe of Hose, Leicestershire
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In the name of god Amen 1n the yvear of our Lord god one thousand six hundred & two the fourth
dayv of January in the four and fortieth vear of the reign of our sovereign Ladv Elizabeth

by the grace of God Queen of England France and Ireland & defender of the faith etc, I John
Edneborowe of Hose 1n the county of Leic labourer being sick in body vet thanks be to God

of good & perfect memory I do ordain & make this my last will and testament 1n manner

and form following, first I bequeath my soul to the almighty God my maker & redeemer

by whose pretious! death & pastion® I trust to be saved and my body to be buried in the parish
church vard of Hose above said, Item I give and bequeath to my sonne John Tenne® Pound®

of lawfull money of England, all the residue of my goods & chattels moveable & unmoveable
unbequeathed® & my debts & legacies discharged I give to Florence Edneborowe my welbeloved®
wiffe whom with my son John I make my full executors in this my last & present will In

witness of James Hande

Standard Practices to Follow

e Type exactly what you see, including errors
e Use [brackets] for uncertain readings

e Use [illegible] for unreadable sections

e Note obvious errors with [sic]

* Preserve original spelling and punctuation

e Include your name and date of transcription
e Always cite the source document




How Artificial Intelligence Can Help
e Optical Character Recognition (OCR) has improved dramatically

e Al can now read cursive handwriting
e Free and paid tools available =
* Great starting point, but always verify results Prompt using ChatGPT 4
e Particularly helpful for typed documents As an experienced genealogist do you think that you
could transcribe this handwritten document?

Yes, | can definitely help transcribe this handwritten document. It appears to be an old English will or legal
testament, likely from the 17th or 18th century based on the handwriting style and language. Here's a
transcription of what | can read from the image you provided (with some gaps or uncertain words due to ink

smudging and antiquated script):




Free Al Transcription Tools

No-Cost Options to Try:

e Microsoft OneNote (Copilot)

e ChatGPT

e Claude

* Bing —works in Edge browser

* Perplexity

e Transkribus — specialised for historical documents

e Gemini

ChatGPT & Claude

Convert handwriting to text:

Both ChatGPT and Claude have free versions that can transcribe handwritten
text. Claude, however, tends to preserve the historical aspect of the document
better.

To convert handwriting to text, do the following:

1. Upload a clear image of the document.

2. Prompt ChatGPT or Claude to “Please transcribe this handwritten text”




Al Success Tips

Getting Better Results:

e Ensure good image quality (300+ DPI scans)

e Crop to focus on text sections

e Adjust brightness and contrast if needed

e Try different tools - they have different strengths
e Break up large documents into sections

e Always proofread Al results carefully
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Warfam, Marchi13,

He Queen who hath been very ill; begins at

relcnt to recovers fo thay we doube. not
.gu: the is pait al zer. The Senarors and
wther chiet of ib yare gone to the
Convention i La which is held theres
3n order to the providing I'o_r the payment of the Armyy
and ghe diredting feveral Milicary marcers ; The Crown
General §obieski isatprelens chere, and under pre-
zence of confuliing abouc affairs relating ro <he Army,
feveral privare Conterenices are GRCCrRIng
she Electionof 3 nzw Ring ; ;
more apprehend thic greac Sifor
Eleétion, forchac che Grea 2du
very much divided in their iions, 2s well asin their
Intereils ; che Candidaces ate the Prince of Tranfrivd-
Ria, the Prince of Denmari , Prince Charies of Lorragn,
and Prince Ragotshis cach of thele by cheir Agoms
here, carryon their prewences wich greag carnclinels ,
but as yer we cannot judge who is likelieft to fucceed,
Here iz arrived the Coune of Zecftad a Danith Gen-
tleman, and tlluugk he remains bere in:agm'm with-
our, caking any Charalter upon him; yer je is not
doubred, buc heisfenc bicher by che King of Denmark
toadvance che Interclis of his Brocher.  The-Eavey

of theEleGor of B:dadenburgh is likewile here incog
nito. From the #jpraine we have advice , thar the
Forces of Mufcouy, have inyelled Grecheims and in ic

have thue vp Doreferska.

Naples, atarch 13, On Wednefday lalt che Troops,
deligned for €aralonis, cmbarked on che Vellcls thac
were provided fortheir Tranfporeation, Qur Viceroy
continues the Levics in this Kingdom, The Prince
de Pigmbin, General of the G.lllry';nf this Kingden:,
is arrived bere from Madrid. The Dutch Capers we
told youw in our lail, were come in berc, baving fold cheir
two Prizes, arefileda 1o cruife.

Genpudy March 13, On Tuefday lalt dyed here Sig-
nioe A‘I:xudraﬂi.!qifmni, one of the Procurators of
shis Republick, being very much limented by all peo-
ple. The Pringe of Maniceis gone kenee on his way
to France, heinrendingro accompany his mof Chri-
{lian Majelly inthe Campagne this Summer. From
AMilan chey write, that they had advice there, Thacthe
13 Cantons being Affembledar Baden, had refnlved,
hotto permit any Levies to be made wichin their Ter-
ritories, for any Prince whatfoever, whichthe Spani-
ards are much offended at, who think that chey only
uuglu o have thar I.J'bcrr}',

Vicnpe, Adarch 8. The Count de Moneecuculs
having excufcd himflf from recurning to the Impe-
rial Army on the Rbyne I!:f resfon of hisconftane indil~

fition, accompanied with agre: g¢; the Emperor
1as appoineed the Count de Sancher o fuceced him,
andhas accordingly fene him or forthwith to re-
pair to Egrd in Bobemisy in order to the Render-
vous of the Traops, which aiz romarch towards the |
Rhine for the reinforcement of the Army there.  The |
Coune of Caplieres; Goversor of Tyrely i made |
Commiffary Gencfal of the Apmy,

Calogiic, March 30. On Monday lait the Duke of
Baurzonuille received an Exprefs from the Coune
de Capraray who Commands che Imperial Troups,
thatare [ent to che allitnce' of the Elefor Balatine,
which adviled him, thar8co French horfc having been
fene out unden the Command of the Marquis de Beau-
viles firlt Brigadicreo che Marquis de Vaubram, to fur-
prife fome Impesial and Saxon [roops, who had cheir
Quarters beeween Spere and Man) eim,had at fielt che
ge, and had certainly execured their defigne,
the Count de Caprara upon fotice thereo,
- prefencly to cheir aitance wich five Troops of

and as many Companics of Foot, and $a ing
his own Men, fell upon the Erench with (o
recels 5 thar above 100 were killed upon the

d aboue 200 taken prifoners 5 che Mar

likewife ~dangerouflly
s here have advice

ain, T
pals ae the Treac ;5 though it fiems wh
by the decention “of the Prince of Firffenbo
Lewees from- B ermr tell us, thar gresr numbers of
French Troops defeend dailv iy Ifasia o
towards Lindaw, where are 1
Picces Ofl'!-ﬂ'lnt'r)r in order to s which gives
great jorloufie ro che neighboring places, a5 Spire,
Newftadi and Frankental-, The fame Letcers add,
That the Frenchafiemble their Troops in Lerrain,with
defignéro march jnrorhe Palacinate, and give the Imi-
perialifts Bareel, Tomarrow the Buech Ambaadors
Treac the Englith Ambaadors ac  Dinner. Grear
endeavorsare dlillufed for the releafiment of the Prince
atrl?urﬂm&srgh, not without fome likelihood of fic-
wcls.

Oftend, April g, Tt is reported here, thae Ordersare
come from Bruffets, thar, fo fuon as the French beein
to approach chefe pares, che who grear Dykes vear chis
Townthall be cue through, andthe Sealer in to over-
flowall the Countrey beween this place, Bruser and
Sinys, by which means chefe plages will be fecored,
thouzh a grear many people ruined. Y elberday cime
in herewn Capers with four prevended Prizes, being,
all Dancs and Hamburgers; bound from Burdeaix 1o
Dunkirk.

Brufels, April 3, On Wednefilay laff we received ad-

ved feveral

 vice from Lecuwe, thae ewo thanfand French Horle

and Dragoons had ewo days before appeared within
ighe of thar place, which pur the Garrifun intoagrea
Allarm, and occafioned the doubling of their Guards,
and the manning their Counrerfcar ﬁ; that from thence
the Frenclh marched towards Harem, Dicft, and Mex-
tignes forcing Contrigtion from all thele Quarter-.
and

Hybrid Approach — Best of Both Worlds

Recommended Workflow:

1. Start with Al transcription for initial draft

2. Compare with original document carefully
3. Research questionable names and places
4. Use traditional methods for problem areas
5. Verify dates and relationships make sense
6. Create final clean transcription



1661 will of Elizabeth Edenborow of Orston, Nottingham
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Original

In the name of god Amen, | Elizabeth
Edenborow of Orston in the county of
Nottingham widdow being sick in body
but in perfect memory [praise] god [?]
allmighty god doe maketh and ordain
this my last will and testament in
maner and form as followeth first

| give and bequeath my soule into

the hands of allmighty god who made
me and all mankind and to [?] [?]

any to be

[?] and my body to the ground

and for my worldly [effects] as followeth
First | give to Elizabeth Edenborow my
younge daughter one bedsted with a [?]

My transcription

In the name of God Amen | Elizabeth
Tuckborough of Oxton in the County of
MNottingham widow being sick in body
but of good and perfect memory praised be
almighty God do make and ordain

this my last will and testament in

manner and form as followeth. First

| give and bequeath my soul into

the hands of almighty God who made
me and mankind and to Jesus Christ

my saviour by whose merits | hope to be
saved and my body to be ground

and for my worldly estate as followeth.
First | give to Elizabeth Bate, the (7) of my

(7) dowry and one bed and one (7).

Al transcription by
ChatGPT 4



Common Mistakes to Avoid

e Assuming Al transcription is 100% accurate
e Modernizing historical spelling

e Transcribing from poor quality images

e Not backing up your work

e Forgetting to cite sources

e Getting discouraged by difficult documents



Helpful Websites

e ChatGPT — https://help.openai.com/en/articles/9275245-chatgpt-free-tier-faq

* Transkribus.org — https://help.transkribus.org/beginners-guide-to-transkribus

e Claude — https://www.meetjamie.ai/blog/how-to-use-claude

e YouTube tutorials on using Al to transcribe handwritten documents

* And of course, ask Google
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